IMPROVE

The ship-inspired renovation that
was far from plain sailing

When one homeowner gave her end-of-terrace property a nautical
renovation she didn’t expect it to be shortlisted for an architectural award

Stephanie Cobb and partner Daniel Chasle, with their daughters Amelie and Sylvie
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hen Stephanie Cobb embarked on the redesign of her east London

home she never imagined the result would resemble the hull of a

wooden ship. She says: “The way it’s turned out, with both sides
curving and giving this impression of an upturned boat, that wasn’t the design
intention at first. It’s just been a really happy outcome. It’s now become the
statement of the house.”

Birch-ply ribs, machine-cut off site and delivered as a kit, add light and height to the
rear extension of the three-storey house. They set skylights between the timbers to
send daylight the length of the narrow kitchen, where Cobb’s daughters, Amelie,
five, and Sylvie, three, now race up and down the white painted floorboards — or is
that the deck? — on their mini-scooters.
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“We always loved this little house,” says Cobb, 46, communications and graphics
manager at CZWG Architects. “We just wanted to make it better.” As it turned out,
they improved it so significantly that the project has been shortlisted for an AJ
Retrofit award.

The back of the Victorian end-of-terrace home in Walthamstow

She bought the Victorian end-of-terrace in Walthamstow with her partner, Daniel
Chasle, 42, an executive at a technology consultancy, in 2014. “We had a feeling
about the house just from the photos. There were 80 viewings planned for the day
we saw it. | managed to get the first viewing and we like to think we made a good
impression, and that’s how we got it,” Cobb says. “But obviously we were just lucky
first-time buyers with no chain.”

The couple’s initial improvements were light-touch: a dividing wall taken down, a
new wood-burner in the front room, fitted wardrobes in the bedroom. “All the work
was finished just a few weeks before my first baby was born, in August 2017.” By
2019 the building was in need of maintenance, a second daughter, Sylvie, was on the
way and they wondered fleetingly whether to relocate, deciding instead to increase
the ground-floor living space and increase the number of bedrooms to four.
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Cobb says her main concern was the lack of daylight downstairs. “I had a few days
being pregnant in this house, on my own, when Dan was away for work, and I was
very conscious of the dark rooms. As soon as he came back I said, “That wall’s got to
go! If I'm going to be in this house I need more light!" ”

The kitchen is the star of the show with its remarkable vaulted ceiling

They commissioned ROAR Architects to design and oversee the project in May 2019,
and this time around there wasn’t a single room in the house left untouched. They
knocked down the back part of the house and extended it to create the spectacular
ark-like addition, moved the ground-floor bathroom upstairs and added an extra
bedroom and en suite to the loft conversion, for which they had to lower the height
of the first-floor ceiling. On-site work started in September 2020 and they moved
back in in July 2021 as a family of four. The final element, the kitchen fit-out, was



completed just in time for Christmas 2021. From attic to rear extension, from consult
to fit out, ROAR’s work cost about £286,000 excluding VAT.

The project was far from plain sailing. Cobb remembers: “It was a really tricky time.
We had impacts of Brexit and then Covid on materials supply, and the Suez Canal
[when the Ever Given container ship ran aground in March 2021, holding up
shipping for nearly a week] had an impact even on plaster. The worst moment was

when we found out the kitchen was going to cost us twice what we’d been quoted

the month before just because of the cost of materials.”

The main bathroom, with forest-green tessera tiles from Reed Harris — and the laundry room behind the sliding doors

Renting nearby, she was able to watch the build take shape day by day. “Sometimes
I'd come past on my days off with my daughter and the baby and you could see these
enormous ribs being assembled on site. It was just really amazing to watch it come
together. I'm from Perth, Western Australia, and grew up by the beach and it had this
Australian beach house vibe I love.”
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With its remarkable vaulted ceiling, the kitchen is the star of the show. Two curved
windows frame the garden, and the French green of the cupboard fronts, custom-
made by ROAR for the Howdens cabinets, echoes the foliage outside. The kitchen
table is an angle table, a birch-ply design from Unto This Last that evokes the
material and curves of the ribs. Although they weren’t intended as display shelves,
niches between the timbers high above the countertops have been used to showcase

some of Cobb’s favourite china and glassware, and double as child-friendly storage.

“We moved in when there were no doors on the cabinets, and having a toddler
meant [ had to put anything breakable up high, so I started filling in all those insets
with anything breakable — and there they’ve stayed,” Cobb says.

A sliding door between kitchen and living room is an art deco-inspired design made
with the same computer numerical control (CNC) methods used in the ceiling
structure, which blocks sound and smells but lets light through. “The ROAR team
came up with that design to match the roof but I was concerned it was too bling. To
be honest I never agreed to it. Then I saw a picture of it being made on their
Instagram account. I laughed out loud and I wrote straight away, ‘Yes, you were right.

’”

It looks fantastic.
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